
  Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
August 29, 2021 

Please consider making your  offertory  

donations on-line. Visit our website:  

https://olmhighlands.com/online-giving 

for more details. 

Date Intentions Requested by 

8/29  11:00 Lucille DeVane + Claire Galam 

9/01 12:00 
Latin 

Ivan Allen V Carmen Allen 

9/02 12:00 Rosie Neuman Perry Neuman 

9/03  9:00 Joyce  Collins Natalie Highsmith 

9/04 4:00  For the family of Igna-

tius Blaise Duplechien 

Gaye Chapin 

9/05 11:00 Dorice Pulte + Tom and Rose Hill 

Fr. Barone is offering an Adult Catechesis Class weekly and will continue based on interest. We’ll be walking through 
the Catholic Faith by means of the Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  Class will follow the 
9:00am Mass on Fridays in the Social Hall and will be roughly 9:30am to 10:30am.  Here are links to the book:  

 

Online version: https://www.vatican.va/archive/compendium_ccc/documents/archive_2005_compendium-ccc_en.html 

Our Lady of the Mountains 

Weekend of August 22, 2021    

      Offertory—$3,814           On line giving- $246.00 

ON THE OTHER HAND… 

The scribes and Pharisees are focusing on the disciples’ fail-

ure to properly wash their hands prior to eating. But no-

where in the biblical texts of the Law are there regulations 

regarding the washing of hands before or after meals. These 

regulations, as described by Mark, are merely practices like 

those that arise in all societies; if they continue long enough, 

they can seem like sacred duties, sanctified as “the traditions 

of their elders.” 

This distinction is the source of the tension in these three 

readings. Moses and James both tell their people that they 

are recipients of a divine gift that requires special care, while 

Jesus is practically livid when the scribes and Pharisees react 

harshly to the disciples’ failure to was their hands according 

to Jewish practices. 

Such a distinction between divine law and human practices 

is valuable for our own lives. When we hear of another’s 

misdeeds, we should evaluate the seriousness of the offense 

before forming our own impression. Is this truly a serious 

moral matter? Or something less weighty? Carefully discern-

ing the seriousness of such matters might reveal that things 

are not as grave as they first appear. Such care is an exercise 

in Christian charity, one way of acting on the word we have 

received as members of the Body of Christ. 

Saint of the Week 

There are in truth three states of the converted:  the be-
ginning, the middle, and the perfection. In the beginning 
they experience the charms of sweetness;  in the middle 
the contests of temptation;  and in the end the fullness of 
perfection.   St. Gregory the Great (540-604) Pope, Doc-
tor of the Church, Feast Day September 3. 

Kindle and paperback: https://www.amazon.com/Compendium-United-States-Conference-Bishops/dp/1574557203 

  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.vatican.va%2farchive%2fcompendium_ccc%2fdocuments%2farchive_2005_compendium-ccc_en.html&c=E,1,_ZkxaIgJVg64VLCOmHzR2YiqQ9MWYZLzJytqx-blWf80iJCBGF_xKxEeIU_R7sbtEfuyg1q-Wjaoxd5-p-VKZ6-espS0BL1rWu0AabXGti0bm
https://www.amazon.com/Compendium-United-States-Conference-Bishops/dp/1574557203


Father’s Column 
 

Why Did St. John the Baptist Die? 

 

 August 28th is the Feast of the Beheading of 
John the Baptist. Catholics are quite familiar with 
the basic story of John the Baptist. His conception 
and nativity are recounted in the Gospel of Luke. 
Zachariah and Elizabeth were beyond child-bearing 
years when the Archangel Gabriel announces the 
imminent conception of a boy to be named “John.” 
Six months into the pregnancy Our Lady conceives 
Our Lord and hastens to assist her cousin, Elizabeth, 
in the final months of her pregnancy. 

 John grew up to live a deeply penitential 
life, for instance wearing garments of camel’s hair 
and eating locusts and wild honey. In the full stat-
ure of manhood, John began preaching a baptism 
of repentance in the wilderness by the Jordan river. 
His sanctity was palpable, leading to increasingly 
large crowds flocking to him for his sage words and 
to be baptized. His baptism, of course, was not the 
sacrament of baptism that we know today, alt-
hough there are clear similarities. The seven sacra-
ments find their efficacious power in the Holy Spirit 
and the Passion, Death, and Resurrection of Christ.  

 While many began suspecting that John was 
the promised Messiah to come, he flatly denied it, 
but told the crowds that He was already in their 
midst. After being baptized by John, Our Lord ven-
tured into the desert and would not accelerate His 
Public Ministry until after the arrest of John. But 
why was John arrested?  

 Herod Antipas, who ruled the region of Gali-
lee with the blessing of the Roman Empire, married 
his brother’s wife, Herodias, while his brother still  

 

 

lived. Such was not a legal marriage, and John op-
posed it publicly. This vocal criticism of a royal 
“marriage” by John let directly to his imprisonment. 

 Many are familiar with the story of john’s 
death:  Herod held a banquet; his daughter  (with 
Herodias) performed a spectacular dance; he then 
promised her anything; Herodias convinced her to 
request the head of John the Baptist. While many 
know the story, they fail to make an important con-
nection. The person most threatened by John’s 
preaching was Herodias. Hence, her demand for 
John’s head on a platter. 

 In his life, John gave testimony to Christ. In 
his death, he gave testimony (“martyr” in Greek) to 
the sanctity of marriage. If John lived today, he 
would undoubtedly be condemned as “closed 
minded;” however, let us ot forget that Our Lord 
called John “the greatest born of women.” 

 

The Pope’s Monthly Intention for August 2021 

Let us pray for the Church, that she may receive 
from the Holy Spirit the grace and strength to re-
form herself in the light of the Gospel. 

   

Please pray for our parishioners and their relatives and friends: 
 

 Joan Hatch, Belinda Rudzik, Sarah Bryan, Donna Barry, Nancy McGowan, Carolyn Neupauer, Alsia Sutton & Family, 
Christine Walker, Laura Sanders, Mary Catherine Cann, Griffin Harper, Joyce Collins 

 
Also for those in our book of prayer intentions, and those for whom there is no one to pray. 

Please pray for all the men and women serving the United States in the military. 
Please pray for the souls of our beloved deceased. 

James Urbanski, Pat Pittari, Clara Lewicki, Fr. Ubald Rugirangoga, Scott Peek, Sr., Stewart Austin, Ron Simmons, 
Harry Vaughn, and Lucille Devane 

Our Lady of the Mountains Women’s Ministry 

Will meet on the last  Sunday of each month 

(exceptions: 10/24, 11/21).  The meetings will be held 

in Fellowship Hall from 10:15-10:55. Please contact the 

church office if you would like more information. 


